The accuracy of diagnosis was tested by comparing the results with a consultant's review of a sample of patients. Patients were sent questionnaires to elicit further demographic details and assess their levels of disability using the Health Assessment Questionnaire, which we have previously found useful.9 It gives a range of scores from 0 to 3 in'eight activity areas (dressing and grooming, rising, eating, walking, hygiene, reach, grip, and household activities) which may be analysed as separate components or averaged to give an overall disability score from 0=no disability to 3=severe disability.
Attendance at a specialist rheumatology clinic brings patients with rheumatic disorders into contact with doctors who have special skills and knowledge of the problems that such patients experience. The to give an overall disability score from 0=no disability to 3=severe disability.
The general practitioners' assessment of available rheumatological facilities was assessed by a simple five item questionnaire, which covered distance to the referral centre and time taken to travel, adequacy of public transport, availability of a specialist rheumatologist, and a global rating of adequacy.
Results Table 1 describes the samples, and the practices from which they were derived. Agreement on diagnosis between general practitioners and hospital consultants was achieved in 78% of a sample of 44 patients whose notes, radiographs and laboratory results were reviewed by a consultant. When a global assessment schedule was used practices B and C felt that their access to rheumatological facilities was good or adequate and practices A and D did not. This assessment related principally to waiting time for first appointments as it did not depend upon distance to hospital, journey time, or adequacy of public transport. A proportionately greater number of patients with rheumatoid arthritis were attending the hospital clinic than any other major diagnostic groupings, but neither distance nor access to facilities had any effect on the proportion of patients attending hospital clinics in the previous year. 
